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BRIEF DESCRIPTION:
Taylor, Isaac (1787-1865).
History of the transmission of ancient books to modern times.
New edition, revised and enlarged.
London: Jackson and Walford, 1859.

TITLE PAGE:
HISTORY | OF | THE TRANSMISSION OF ANCIENT BOOKS | TO MODERN TIMES; |
TOGETHER WITH | THE PROCESS OF HISTORICAL PROOF; | OR, | A CONCISE
ACCOUNT OF THE MEANS | BY WHICH THE GENUINENESS OF ANCIENT
LITERATURE GENERALLY, | AND THE AUTHENTICITY OF HISTORICAL WORKS
ESPECIALLY, | ARE ASCERTAINED; | INCLUDING INCIDENTAL REMARKS | UPON
THE RELATIVE STRENGTH OF THE EVIDENCE USUALLY ADDUCED | IN BEHALF
OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES. | BY ISAAC TAYLOR. | VERI SCIENTIA VINDEX. | A
New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. [in Gothic font] | LONDON: | JACKSON AND
WALFORD, | 18, ST. PAUL’S CHURCHYARD. | 1859. | [The right of Translation is
reserved.]

COLLATION:
(7.5 x 4.75 in. or 19 x 12.2 cm), [i-iii], iv-vi, [vii], viii-x, [1], 2-8, [9], 10-27, [28], 29-35,
[36], 37-40, [41], 42-51, [52], 53-60, [61], 62-76, [77], 78-96, [97], 98-101, [102], 103-
118, [119], 120-131, [132], 133-159, [160], 161-176, [177], 178-225, [226], 227-266,
[267], 268-305, [306], 307-335, [336], 337-357, [358], 359-370, [371], 372-398, [399],
400-413, [1] pp.
10 + 413 + 1 pp. = 424 pp.

[A]5, B8-CC8, DD7

or
[A]5, B8, C8, D8, E8, F8, G8, H8, I8, K8, L8, M8, N8, O8, P8, Q8, R8, S8, T8, U8, X8, Y8, Z8,
AA8, BB8, CC8, DD7

[A]5 or 1 gathering x 5 leaves = 5 leaves x 2 = 10 pp.
B8-CC8 or 25 gatherings x 8 leaves = 200 leaves x 2 = 400 pp.
DD7 or 1 gathering x 7 leaves = 7 leaves x 2 = 14 pp.

10 + 400 + 14 = 424 pp.

Note – The odd number of leaves in both the first and last gatherings suggests the
possibility that the first and last leaves of the block of this book may have been removed
at some point.  There is a copy of this edition of the book from the Harvard Depository
scanned into Google Books (see Copies Examined for link) which matches this copy
page-for-page, from cover to cover, including the end papers.  This suggests that other
copies of this edition are also missing the first and last leaves of the block.

CONTENTS:
p. [i]: title page.
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p. [ii]: verso of title page: LONDON: | PRINTED BY RICHARD CLAY, BREAD STREET
HILL.
p. [iii]-vi: PREFACE. | [short rule]
pp. iv-vi: running title “PREFACE” on left and right pages.
p. [vii]-x: CONTENTS. | [short rule]
pp. viii-x: running title “CONTENTS” on left and right pages.

[There are running titles on all chapters spanning the left and right pages, briefly
summarizing the contents of each chapter.  Running titles do not appear on the chapter
title pages.]

p. [1]-8: HISTORY | OF THE | TRANSMISSON OF ANCIENT BOOKS. | [short double
rule] | CHAPTER I. | INTENTION OF THE PRESENT ARGUMENT.
p. [9]-27: CHAPTER II. | STATEMENT OF THE CASE, AS TO THE AUTHENTICITY |
OF ANCIENT BOOKS.
p. [28]-35: CHAPTER III. | THE DATE OF ANCIENT WORKS, INFERRED FROM THE |
QUOTATIONS AND REFERENCES OF CONTEMPORARY | AND SUCCEEDING
WRITERS.
p. [36]-40: CHAPTER IV. | THE ANTIQUITY AND GENUINENESS OF ANCIENT
BOOKS | MAY BE INFERRED FROM THE HISTORY OF THE LAN- | GUAGES IN
WHICH THEY ARE EXTANT.
p. [41]-51: CHAPTER V. | ANCIENT METHODS OF WRITING, AND THE MATERIALS |
OF BOOKS.
p. [52]-60: CHAPTER VI. | CHANGES INTRODUCED IN THE COURSE OF TIME IN
THE | FORMS OF LETTERS, AND IN THE GENERAL CHARACTER | OF WRITING.
[The running titles for this chapter change on pp. 58-59.]
p. [61]-76: CHAPTER VII. | THEY COPYISTS; AND THE PRINICIPLE CENTRES OF
THE | COPYING BUSINESS.
p. [77]-96: CHAPTER VIII. | INDICATIONS OF THE SURVIVANCE OF ANCIENT LITE-
| RATURE, THROUGH A PERIOD EXTENDING FROM THE | DECLINE OF
LEARNING IN THE SEVENTH CENTURY, | TO ITS RESTORATION IN THE
FIFTEENTH.
p. [97]-101: CHAPTER IX. | THE REVIVAL OF LEARNING IN THE FOURTEENTH |
CENTURY.
p. [102]-118: CHAPTER X. | SEVERAL METHODS AVAILABLE FOR ASCERTAINING
THE | CREDIBILITY OF ANCIENT HISTORICAL WORKS.
p. [119]-131: CHAPTER XI. | EXCEPTIONS TO WHICH THE TESTIMONY OF HISTO-
| RIANS, ON PARTICULAR POINTS, MAY BE LIABLE.
p. [132]-159: CHAPTER XII. | CONFIRMATIONS OF THE EVIDENCE OF ANCIENT
HIS- | TORIANS, DERIVABLE FROM INDEPENDENT SOURCES.
p. [160]-176: CHAPTER XIII. | GENERAL PRINICIPLES, APPLICABLE TO
QUESTIONS OF | THE GENUINENESS AND AUTHENTICITY OF ANCIENT |
RECORDS.
p. [177]-203: CHAPTER XIV. | RELATIVE STRENGTH OF THE EVIDENCE WHICH
SUP- | PORTS THE GENUINENESS AND AUTHENTICITY OF | THE HOLY
SCRIPTURES.



3

p. 204-225: CHAPTER XV. | ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE PRECEDING STATEMENTS: –
| A MORNING AT THE BRITISH MUSEUM.
p. [226]-266: CHAPTER XVI. | FACTS RELATING TO THE CONSERVATION, AND
LATE | RECOVERY, OF SOME ANCIENT MANUSCRIPTS.
p. [267]-305: CHAPTER XVII. | THE PROCESS OF HISTORIC EVIDENCE
EXEMPLIFIED | IN THE INSTANCE OF HERODOTUS.
p. [306]-335: CHAPTER XVIII. | METHOD OF ARGUING FROM THE GENUINENESS,
TO THE | AUTHENTICITY OF THE HISTORY OF HERODOTUS.
p. [336]-357: CHAPTER XIX. | EXAMPLES OF IMPERFECT HISTORICAL EVIDENCE:
– | HERODOTUS.  [The running titles for this chapter change on pp. 350-351].
p. [358]-370: CHAPTER XX. | RECENT EXPLORATIONS, CONFIRMATORY OF THE
TRUTH | OF ANCIENT HISTORY: HERODOTUS AND BEROSUS.
p. [371]-398: CHAPTER XXI. | INFERENTIAL HISTORIC MATERIALS.
p. [399]-413: CHAPTER XXII. | THE MODERN JERUSALEM – A VOUCHER FOR THE
| LITERATURE OF ITS ANCIENT OCCUPANTS.
p. 413: text. | THE END. | [short rule] | R. CLAY, PRINTER, BREAD STREET HILL.
[1] p.: blank.

TYPOGRAPHY AND PAPER:
Paper: The end papers are a different stock than the leaves of the block; they are
maroon colored on the paste downs and cover-facing side of the free end papers, but
not on the free end paper versos; the ink feels powdery and it’s wearing off unevenly.
The pages of the block are unevenly trimmed on the side and bottom edges and there
are some minor tears.

BINDING:
According to the current owner, this book was rebound with the original boards.  The
boards are brown cloth, blind stamped on both front and back covers with an identical
geometric border pattern and a vertically bilateral symmetrical floral design in the
center, on uniform pebbling.  The spine was repaired with plain brown cloth; there is a
section of the original brown cloth pebbled spine retained with the brief title and author’s
name stamped in gold, reading as follows:
TRANSMISSION | OF | ANCIENT BOOKS ETC. | [short rule] | ISAAC TAYLOR. |
[stylized device reminiscent of a strawberry]

PROVENANCE:
There are no bookplates.

On the bottom right corner of the inside front cover is a small, rectangular bookseller’s
sticker, reading “C. S. FRANCIS & CO. | BOOKSELLERS, | 554 Broadway, | New
York.”  On the bottom left corner of the front free end paper facing the cover is a faded
black bookseller’s stamp, oval, reading “F. W. CHRISTERN | 763 BROADWAY NEW
YORK | FOREIGN BOOKSELLER”.  On the bottom left corner of the inside back cover
is a decorative diamond-shaped printer’s sticker, reading “BOUND BY | WESTLEYS | &
Co | LONDON.”
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There are hand-written penciled notes on the front free end paper verso in three
different hands: 1) numbers reading “[undecipherable]/ 2 38”; 2) a name and date
“[three undecipherable initials] Christern. July/61.”; 3) a comment analyzing the content
of the book.  There is a small newspaper clipping pasted in the upper left corner of the
back free end paper verso regarding the receipt in London of copies of “the long-
awaited fac-simile edition of the Vatican New Testament in Greek”.  This clipping has
penciled at the bottom “[undecipherable initials] 5/68” in the same hand as the first note
on the front end paper verso.  There are also more hand-written penciled notes on the
back free end paper verso with page numbers and comments, in the same hand as the
third note on the front end paper verso.

There are hand-written penciled marginal notations throughout the book in the same
hand as the notes on the back free end paper verso and the third note on the front free
end paper verso.

COPIES EXAMINED:
E. Valauskas copy examined.  According to OCLC (accession # 1073192, # 37734669,
# 221709000, # 265919551, # 317858317), 77 libraries worldwide can be confirmed as
possessing the 1859 Jackson and Walford new edition of this text, including 4 in Illinois
(Loyola University, Newberry Library, Northwestern University, and the University of
Chicago).  22 libraries worldwide have it on microform (accession # 20047837, #
505748793) including 2 in Illinois (the American Theological Library Association and
Trinity International University).

A search of www.abebooks.com located four copies for sale of the 1859 Jackson and
Walford new edition, ranging in quality and priced from US $40.00 to $162.25.  One is
much more elaborately bound and is listed as a 1st printing of this new edition.
Amazon.com also has four copies for sale, ranging in quality and priced from US $40.00
to $167.50.  The $40 copies on both sites are being sold by Louisville’s Book.net.

The 1859 Jackson and Walford new edition of this book can be found on Google Books
(from the Harvard Depository):
http://books.google.com/books?id=XQQTAAAAYAAJ&printsec=frontcover&dq=history+
of+the+transmission+of+ancient+books&lr=&as_drrb_is=b&as_minm_is=0&as_miny_is
=1856&as_maxm_is=0&as_maxy_is=1860&as_brr=0&cd=1#v=onepage&q&f=false
[accessed May 25, 2010]

Searches performed on May 25, 2010.

CONTEXT:
“ISAAC TAYLOR (1787-1865) , English author, son of Isaac Taylor (1759-1829),
engraver and author, was born at Lavenham, Suffolk, on the 17th of August 1787. He
was trained by his father to be an engraver, but early adopted literature as a profession.
From 1824, the year of his marriage, he lived a busy but uneventful life at Stanford
Rivers, near Ongar, Essex, where he died on the 28th of June 1865. His attention was
drawn to the study of the fathers of the Church through reading the works of Sulpicius
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Severus, which he had picked up at a bookstall. He published a History of the
Transmission of Ancient Books to Modern Times (1827), a study in biblical criticism, and
some other works, but he attracted little notice until, in 1829, he published anonymously
a book bearing upon the religious and political problems of the day, entitled The Natural
History of Enthusiasm, which speedily ran through eight or nine editions. Fanaticism
(1833), Spiritual Despotism (1835), Saturday Evening (1832), and The Physical Theory
of Another Life (1836), all commanded a large circulation. In his Ancient Christianity
(1839-46), a series of dissertations in reply to the “Tracts for the Times,” Taylor
maintained that the Christian church of the 4th century should not be regarded as
embodying the doctrine and practice of the apostles because it was then already
corrupted by contact with pagan superstition. The book met with great opposition, but
Taylor did not follow up the controversy. Among his other works may be mentioned
biographies of Ignatius Loyola (1849) and John Wesley (1851); a volume entitled The
Restoration of Belief (1855); and a course of lectures on The Spirit of Hebrew Poetry
(1861).”

Entry on Isaac Taylor taken from:
http://encyclopedia.jrank.org/TAV_THE/TAYLOR_ISAAC_1787_1865_.html
Online Encyclopedia
Originally appearing in Volume V26, Page 469 of the 1911 Encyclopedia Britannica.
[accessed May 25, 2010]

“Isaac Taylor (1787 - 1865) was an English philosophical and historical writer, artist,
and inventor.

He was the most eminent member of the Taylors of Ongar, a family known especially in
art and literature. His grandfather and father, who bore the same name, were both
eminent engravers, and the latter was the author of various books for children. Taylor
was brought up to the hereditary art of engraving, in which he displayed pre-eminent
skill, his work gaining the admiration of D. G. Rossetti.

He decided, however, to devote himself to literature, and for 40 years continued to
produce works of originality and value, including Elements of Thought (1823), Natural
History of Enthusiasm (1829), Spiritual Despotism (1831), Ancient Christianity (1839),
Restoration of Belief (1855), The Physical Theory of Another Life, History of
Transmission of Ancient Books, and Home Education, besides numerous contributions
to reviews and other periodicals.

Besides his literary and artistic accomplishments Taylor was an important inventor, two
of his inventions having done much to develop the manufacture of calico.

The hereditary talents of the family were represented in the next generation by Isaac
Taylor (1829-1901), the son of Isaac last mentioned, who, in addition to The Liturgy and
the Dissenters, published works in philology and archaeology, including Words and
Places and Etruscan Researches.”
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Taken from the Wikipedia entry for Isaac Taylor:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isaac_Taylor [accessed May 25, 2010]


